ARGENTINE  REPUBLIC
he had had scant regard for the claims of the provinces.
Henceforth Buenos Aires played the predominant role in
Argentine policy, and it was Rosas who contributed not
a little to make that great port what it afterwards became.
But his tyranny, for it was nothing less, and his merciless
acts of repression had taken the heart out of his subordi-
nates. The stranger stepped in, and people forgot the
debt they owed him.
Thereafter, passing from one civil war to another,
Argentina shared the customary fate of the South Ameri-
can nations, despite her outstanding commercial pros-
perity. In other words, candillos, more or less transitory,
followed one another in swift succession, and the country
enjoyed no real peace save when the government
possessed some degree of stability. Thus, for thirty years,
it was General Julian Roca who was the real director
of national policy. He so far adopted Bolivar's methods
as to appoint his own successor, and saw to it that the
official candidate always won. The Argentinians called
this presidential posterity\ And thus it was that, even
when Roca was not himself in power, he (like Nunez in
Colombia) was the actual ruler of the country, the power
behind the throne.